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Introduction

The Marion County Office of the County Engineer's Stormwater Section addresses
various stormwater management issues, including a specifically funded effort to protect
and preserve our water resources by preventing harmful pollutants from being washed
into local waterbodies or down sinkholes by stormwater runoff. Stormwater quality goals
will be achieved through the implementation of best management practices (BMPs)
under each of the minimum control measures outlined in the County’s Phase Il National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Municipal Separate Storm Sewer
System (MS4) Generic Permit. In addition, BMPs to address flood and drainage issues
affecting the transportation network have been newly incorporated into the prioritization
process. Funding of these goals is achieved through a Non-Ad Valorem assessment on
properties within unincorporated portions of the County.

This Stormwater Implementation Program (SIP) is a planning tool with a five (5)-year
timeframe and updated annually.

The Stormwater Section will implement a variety of structural and non-structural projects
to meet its goals. Some projects, such as public outreach and education, are long-term,
while others, particularly structural BMP construction, will be active for relatively short
periods of time: months or two to three years. The projects selected for the SIP will
focus on water quality and quantity related issues. Public education and outreach
strategies are identified separately in the Stormwater Education Plan; a document also
presented to the Marion County Board of County Commissioners annually.

Areas prioritized in the SIP include those influencing critical waterbodies in the County,
whether through land use, aquifer connectivity or proximity to the waterbody. In 2013,
water quantity projects were incorporated into the prioritization process. Projects are
ranked in the Stormwater Capital Projects Prioritization Report and scheduled into the
SIP based on ranking and timing of cooperative effort projects, such as those with
Engineering Services.

The SIP includes both structural projects and non-structural projects. Table 1
summarizes the proposed projects for the next five (5) fiscal years (FY). A fiscal year
runs from October 1 to September 30. Table 2 provides a summary of the stormwater
assessment funding and spending. It should be noted that in general the amount
budgeted annually for Capital Improvements ranges from $2,000,000 to $3,000,000. As
Watershed Management Plans progress and Total Maximum Daily Loads evolve,
additional Capital Improvements will be identified. It will be necessary to seek
alternative funding sources to support these projects.

Grants are sought for all types of project work. In FY 2014-2015, approximately
$210,000 will be received in cooperative funding from SWFWMD for watershed
management plan work. Approximately $114,000 will be received for capital projects in
FY 2014-2015. A reimbursement of $5,725 under a contract with the Florida
Department of Environmental Protection is expected for the facilitation of the Silver
Springs and Rainbow Springs Basin Management Action Plans.
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